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RHONDDA CYNON TAF COUNCIL

RECORD OF DECISIONS OF THE EXECUTIVE

DECISION MADE BY: Cabinet DATE DECISION MADE: 24 June, 2021

Cabinet Members Present:

Councillor A Morgan (Chair), Councillor M Webber (Deputy Chair),
Councillor R Bevan, Councillor A Crimmings, Councillor M Norris,
Councillor J Rosser, Councillor R Lewis, and Councillor G Hopkins

Apologies for Absence:
Councillor C Leyshon

Agenda Item : 2

SUBJECT: Access and Engagement Improvements within Democracy




1. DECISION MADE:

Agreed —
(i) To note the development of the provision of webcasting within Rhondda Cynon
Taf Council, in line with the requirements of the Local Government & Elections
Wales Act, 2021.

(i) To note the development of webcasting to further assist with the promotion of
public engagement and transparency of decision making by the Council,

(iif)  To note the decision of the Democratic Services Committee in respect of the
meetings that are proposed to remain as virtual meetings and those that will
be facilitated through a future hybrid approach, subject to the caveats outlined
within the report

To note the meetings that will be webcast and live streamed through the
Council website and the roll out of such meetings.

To note the move to the Modern.Gov system to publish information to the
Council website, including Member attendance details.

To note the funding received via the Digital Democracy Fund to further support
the developments needed to be taken forward with webcasting within the
Council Headquarters.

REASON FOR THE DECISION BEING MADE:

The need to provide Members with an update in respect of the introduction
arrangements to enable the broadcasting of committee meetings and the
ability to operate through a hybrid approach.

The need to take forward these developments to encourage engagement and
improve public participation in the democratic process.

LINKS TO CORPORATE PRIORITIES/FUTURE GENERATIONS - SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT:

The provision of webcasting would link to the Corporate Plan priorities with particular
reference to ‘living within our means’ and an ‘efficient and effective Council’, ensuring
transparency with our decision making process for the benefits of our residents.

Ensuring that there are greater opportunities for public engagement through
webcasting links to the Wellbeing of Future Generations goals of a more equal Wales
and a Wales of cohesive communities. This proposal would further support the ability
of this council to involve communities in key decisions.




CONSULTATION UNDERTAKEN PRIOR TO DECISION BEING MADE:

The opportunities offered by web-casting have been considered by members as part
of the business of full Council, Cabinet, the Overview & Scrutiny Committee, the
Corporate Governance and Constitution Committee, formal meetings of Chairs &
Vice-Chairs.

Promoting public engagement in the democratic processes, including webcasting,
has also been discussed in the recent introduced meeting between the Chief

Executive and Political Group Leaders, which the Head of Democratic Services
attends.

PREVIOUS CONSIDERATION BY A COMMITTEE OF THE COUNCIL:

Democratic Services Committee — 10" May 2021.

PERSONAL INTERESTS DECLARED:

None

7. DISPENSATION TO SPEAK (AS GRANTED BY STANDARDS COMMITTEE):
N/A

8. (a) IS THE DECISION SUBJECT TO CALL-IN BY THE OVERVIEW AND
SCRUTINY COMMITTEE:

Yes

Note: This decision will not come into force and may not be implemented until the expiry of
3 clear working days after its publication to enable it to be the subject to the Call-In
Procedure in Rule 17.1 of the Overview and Scrutiny Procedure Rules.

The closing date for Call-In is 5pm on the 29 June 2021

8.(b) IF NO, REASONS WHY IN THE OPINION OF THE DECISION-MAKER THE
DECISION IS EXEMPT OR NON APPLICABLE:
I. COUNCIL/SCRUTINY FUNCTION (CALL IN IS THEREFORE NON APPLICABLE).-
Reason: N/A

Il. URGENT DECISION:-
Reason N/A

8.(c) IF DEEMED URGENT - SIGNATURE OF PRESIDING OFFICER OR DEPUTY
PRESIDING OFFICER OR HEAD OF PAID SERVICE CONFIRMING AGREEMENT
THAT THE PROPOSED DECISION IS REASONABLE IN ALL THE
CIRCUMSTANCES FOR IT BEING TREATED AS A MATTER OF URGENCY, IN
ACCORDANCE WITH THE OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY PROCEDURE RULE 17.2:

PRESIDING OFFICER
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